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God Can Not be Shut Down

There are two very important truths in the Bible concern-
ing how Christians should view politics and government.

The first truth is that God is in control of His creation and
that includes every aspect of our lives. God’s plans and
purposes are unchanging, and His will is unbreakable and
sacred. What He has decided to do, He will do, and no
government can thwart His will, as even the pagan King
Nebuchadnezzar stated in Daniel 4:34-35, “At the end of
the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven,
and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most
High, and praised and honored him who lives forever,
for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom endures from generation to generation.”

In the Daniel 2:21 it is said, “He changes times and sea-
sons; he removes kings and sets up kings; he gives wis-
dom to the wise and knowledge to those who have un-

derstanding;” and in Daniel 4:17, this is said about God,
“the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men
and gives them to anyone he wishes”.

sovereignty and control will help us to see that politics and
government is simply a means or a method that God uses
to accomplish His will. Yes, there are evil men and wom-
en out there who abuse their power, but in spite of their
presence, God still will work “all things together for the
good of those who love him, who have been called ac-
cording to his purpose,” Romans 8:28. We may want
everything to happen when we think it should or we may
desire certain outcomes, but for those of us who trust in
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A biblical understanding of this first truth, involving God’s

God, we are called to obedi-
ence to trust this verse in Ro-
mans and it is His timing and

C

His ways we must accept

knowing that, “For my fYOVI/L the
thoughts are not your ’
thoughts, neither are your Elder’s
ways my ways, declares the Desk

LORD,” Isaiah 55:8

The second important truth that
we must acknowledge is that
our politics and our government cannot grant us access
into God’s kingdom. We are never regenerated. We are
never born again. We never transfer from the kingdom of
darkness to the Kingdom of Light because of our political
affiliation or because our government is a “good

one”. You will not read in the Bible about believers trying
to reform the pagans concerning their immoral and idola-
trous practices by changing their government. We espe-
cially can see this by the life of the apostles, who never
protested the Roman Empire’s evil ways, but instead asked
the church to proclaim the good news about the Kingdom
of God and asked each individual to demonstrate that good
news in how they lived their lives.

All that being said, we do acknowledge from the Scrip-
tures that we are called to obey the laws of the government
and to be responsible citizens since God is the one who
ordained human government and gave it the task of ruling
over its citizens. There is no dispute that when a Christian
has a voice in their government, either the right to vote or
to participate in some other way, we are called to demon-
strate Godly virtues in all we say and do.

(continued on page 4)
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Soasons  Part7: A Season of Submission

Our relationship with God often occurs in peaks and valleys. If a Job confessed and cried out to God, as well. Because of his

lot of time is spent in the valleys, we can easily lose touch with  faith in God and his patience in suffering, Job acknowledged
Him, wandering aimlessly. How is a good, strong relationship the supreme authority of God. During his sufferings. Job experi-
with Him established or restored? Or, if we think we have a enced glorious revelations of the incomparable greatness of
good relationship, but we don’t seem to be hearing much, what God and His ways. Job’s spiritual understanding continued to
can we do to get on God’s wavelength? Are we hopelessly grow as it does with all who, like him, trust in the Lord. Those
doomed to periods of drought? Do we look on those periods of who know the Lord are not asking the questions: “Why?” or
dryness as a blessing—a nudge to wake us up? It’s times like Why me?” They simple trust our loving, all-knowing Father,
this that present an opportunity to respond as if we were in- who always knows what we need and gives nothing less that
jured and need some patching up. the best for our eternal good. Like Job, they express confidence

. . in His promise never to leave us or forsake us.
Is there a practical method for restoring our focus? Seven steps P

can significantly prepare us and lead us out of dry times into As we come to know God more fully, we take our eyes off oth-
total immersion with the Holy Spirit. Seven steps, or seasons, ers and become more conscious of our own imperfections and
help us learn proper discipline—when to say no to tugs of the  unworthiness. When the Godly prophet Isaiah saw himself in

world and when to say yes to the prompting of God, Himself. comparison to his Holy God, he fell on his face crying:® 2 S A &

These & S | &c@nyaid in the battle of separation with Godand YSH® D DL | Y | Yibaigh 63)WhetdryeOieSek Yy f A |
bring about restoration. Godly men and women of the Bible God for who He truly is, like Isaiah, we too will confess:2 § | NB
experienced these & S | &\&ityf &burning hunger to know Fff a +y dzyOt Sty GKAYy3IZ | yR | f

God and application of discipline, patience and perseverance NJ Fsaish 64:6)
\iveéllkevthe chat.'actersl.of Blblllclal tl.mes%can learn fromthea S I-Aﬂof us need to be reminded of our limited knowledge and
& 2 yhat occurin our lives. Following the sea- ability to cope with life’s problems and to realize how foolish,

sons of time, seclusion, stillness, silence, self- . . . .
! ! ! ! as well as sinful, it is to question the wisdom and love of God

control and sensitivity isoneofa dz0 YA a a A 2

This is how the dictionary defines submission:
AyOt AYSR 2NJ NBI Ré&
KdzYof & ZdsGbRihngeansitsdyield
oneself to the authority or will of another. In any strong,
healthy relationship there needs to be an element pf submis-
sion. So you can be taken advantage of? Of course not! When
one person authoritatively speaks, the other attentively lis-
tens. When one wisely instructs, the other wisely obeys. This
measure of trust suggests a confidence in the ability of the oth-
er person. Why else would you submit to a surgeon’s scalpel or
a lawyer’s defense plan.? In our time of need we place our-
selves in submission to the one of higher wisdom, authority
and skill. Because we know the authority and character of God,
we should be willing to place ourselves in humble submission

for His children. With submissive hearts, we need to accept the

sorrow or suffering He brings or allows, for we know He will use

{itAem tzyUNIB1& Wtidnate/pHrpose foRobkllives. Loving submis-

sion to the Lord develops our faith in His ability to guide, pro-
tect, and provide for our every need. Just as God had a plan for
Israel, so He was a plan for each of us.

God...than a perfect submission to His
all things.

Sir William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury

(This concludes the 7 part series of Seasons. For
those of you who faithfully digested all 7 parts,

No duty in religion is more justly requir¢d by

before Him. THANK YOU! For those who may have missed a few,
5dz2NAy 3 GKSARFSa 283F SWHaikx K Sr dl thé NsBaRondzhe rnektissus ofH he Lantern will
YR LSeoazya gAlGK f2dzR ONI S dinclugieRa biied iewdiv ofitite sévisrbsteps/ni canKkake O 2 dzt

al S KAY FTNRBRY RSIGKZ
& dzo Y AdiHableRs)5:7)

Iy R K Sto Isaktla sefadationRvitto God ardkdrihg eegtordiand NB JS



Fhe Lantern

FCC Mortgage Reduction

The FCC mortgage

year . During 2
amount was rece
mortgage | oan e

The -efadheear res
duced the mortg
removed 3 years
mortgage, and s
wi || not have t

I f you missed t
presentation on
Larry Lawrence
new 2018 Pledge

As al ways, when
pl ease remember
note section of

Update

reducti o

017 an amou
i ved, and a

ach mont

h.

ul ts ar e; d
age princip
and 7 mont

aved $62, 458

o pay!!!

he Mortgage

Sunday

Jan

about t he i

Survey.

you make a
t

o writ

e 1

your <check

ONow our God,

name. Now who am I, and who are my people, that w
be able to give as generously as this? Everything cor
and we have given you only what comes from your ha

MorRTGAGE REDUCTS

we gi ve

y o

page 3

From! tol2
My Wal k with
t
p
p

W

n plan i s starting i

nt g rBYBredieWinstaglgy t nhe

péﬂied to the princi
isfor. SOI..dza S

uring 2017, we r e-

S
I
a

panneg, vyitB na th?ugrnéto spagng tH‘F Ioesefof G?dh
ith 8u famlllyn ”i s éc?ryeto?.t?mk vtvhﬂt gt?ers {ropn e

a questionable, so-called religious group, or cult,

may do or say to them in the meantime. Would you

like_ to take the chance that it could happen to
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man took and sowed in his field. It is
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Ve D L@ T dzy yedplew&htGod to answer their prayers, but refuse to listen to His counsel.

\@ LG T dzy y &singaBBodt hedvén, but live only for today.

LG T dzy yo@nani ulch goers sing “Standing on the Promises,” but all they do is sit on the premises.

LA F dzy y@cank ik of anything to say when we pray, but have no problem thinking of things to talk about with a friend.

LG ¥ dzy yweare Kuilgto take directions from a stranger when lost, but hesitant to take God’s direction for our lives.

LA F dzy yPokalta ame God for evil and suffering, but find it’s not necessary to thank Him for what is good and pleasant.

...maybe all this isn’t so “funny” after all.
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God Can Not be Shut Down

(continued from page 1)

...from the “ but because VOU

Editor’s ” Our adversary, the devil, has created a great de-
Clipboard Say SO ception in our world today: that we can make our
lives and our station better and moral by having
the “right” politicians and leaders. Our hope
put out into deep water and let down the nets for does not, nor has it ever been, with our leaders
a catch.” (Luke 5:4) These are not the words you want to hear after and rulers. We also are not called to spend our
spending all night fishing with nothing to show for it. Besides, you've energy and our time and our money in the affairs
of politics and government in our endeavor to
bring the Kingdom of God to a dying
world. Our mission, our task, our work is in
the discouragement, frustration, and weariness of a fishless night, Peter changing hearts through the Word of God. We
responds: “ but because you say so, | will let down the nets.” (Luke 5:5) | are to spread the gospel, the gospel of the King-
dom of God as we go about our lives, certainly
Weariness, discouragement, and frustration are frequent companions not to place our hope of the Kingdom in the bal-
to us as well. Many times we encounter what we think are hopeless lot box. As the hearts of individuals that we af-
fect turn towards our Blessed Redeemer, then
and only then will our country and our culture
begin to reflect the Christ who lives in
the work at hand. We need to see what Peter saw and know what Peter them. Then you will see a real positive change
knew. in morality and ideals.

just finished cleaning the nets and hanging them up for another day.
Well, those are exact words that Simon Peter heard from Jesus. Fighting

situations. Our best efforts come up short. Our time, our efforts seem
wasted. It's at these times that we need to tough it out and return to

Remember that throughout history, there have
been very repressive and idolatrous evil politi-
cians and governments. Christians have still en-
fish. We'll fish. I'm exhausted. I'm hungry. There’s no fish. | just want to dured and even flourished through all of

go home, but because it’s you I'll do it. The outcome: a catch so large them. How did they maintain their witness?
They knew that they were the light of the world
and the salt of the earth, not their governments

In Christ, Peter saw a reliable, trustworthy friend and ally. He knew Je-
sus was a person of His word, a man of hope. OK, Jesus, you want to

the nets begin to break. The boats start to sink. An abundant blessing!

Rest on the promises of Jesus. Rest on His reliability. Rest on His vision. nor their politicians.
Remember Jesus sees what we can’t. He saw the magnitude of the So I encourage you all to obey our government,
catch before it reached the nets. He sees the blessings q to honor those ruling over us, to respect them

and to pray for them as the Bible commands us

that we can’t. They're just around the corner. The corner .
in Romans 13:1-8.

we are often reluctant to turn. We hesitate due to weari-
Governments come and go, they shut down, they

ness or turn back because of failure. We're afraid of an- .
start up, but they do not control eternity.

other dead end. Try again! Jesus wants to help us. Guide
The salvation for this lost world can only be

us. Equip us. He wants us to experience the blessings that will stretch 3 -
found in Jesus, the Christ.

our nets. You may not feel up to it, but cast those nets anyway. “ but .

because you say so, | will.” —liB In His service, Stephen Worley, Elder
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